Hereditary haemochromatosis (HFE) is a common inherited disorder, affecting approximately five per thousand white people of northern European descent. Genetic linkage and linkage disequilibrium studies indicate that the disease locus is tightly linked to HLA-A and D6S105. Recombination between HFE and HLA class I loci is known to be rare. We report here two pedigrees in which recombinations telomeric of HLA-A occurred. These recombinant events define new centromeric and telomeric borders for the HFE locus. (J Med Genet 1997;34:28-33) 
Hereditary haemochromatosis (HFE) is inherited as an autosomal recessive trait and is characterised by malregulation ofintestinal iron absorption. The inability to regulate absorption of dietary iron properly eventually leads to iron overload and damage to the liver, heart, endocrine glands, and joints. Little is known about the mechanism and regulation of iron absorption by the enterocyte. Consequently, there are no obvious functional candidates for the haemochromatosis gene product and attempts to identify the HFE gene have relied upon positional cloning strategies.
The HFE locus is linked to the class I region ofthe human major histocompatibility complex (MHC) on the short arm of chromosome 6. Linkage of HFE to the class I region was established 20 years ago'2 but a precise localisation for the disease locus has not been defined. Simon HLA-A and -B alleles were determined by Table 1 Pedigrees displaying evidence of recombination 
